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Bob Featrowsky -~ -

The last issue of CONFAB (#7) was dated October 18. That’s
elmost three monihs by my little Handy~-Dandy calculator. (At least
no one has written asking why they'd been dropped from my mailing
iist during that tilme. Thney must be getting used to my periods of

gafia. )
What nas happened during that time? Well, actually nothing

3tupendouSeo . s
I mentioned last 1ssue that I was due Tor entrance into the

ipectator Amateur Press Soclety. That entrance has come and gone
nd part of that perlod since CONFAB #7 was spent ln preparing my
seblivity reguire-
ments Tfor that
verthy organiza-
ticn, aleng about
the Tlrst of
Lecerber. The

irat part of

this zine was
prepared before
that time. And
afier getting
that SAPS mag oul
1t's taken me
mntll now to finieh
this l1lsgue. A1l of
vhich i1s rather
palnfully obvious,
I suppnose. But o
I'm still in there i

punching--~well, ‘ \\;ka

maybe Jjabblng =

would be a 1little ”b’%/w
better word-~-I

don’t intend to

let that gafila
get me down altogether. Belng ln SAPS, I intend to do a guarterly

mag which wlll take away some of the time I'd probably normally
devote to COWFAB so there may be a little longer than usual gap be-
tween GORIABS about every qusrter. But I doubt if anyone will get
too alarmed then., As I sald before, I think most everyone is famil-~
lar wilth by periods of gafia. CUNFAB ¥9 will be aleng---soon, I

hope, but I'm not holding my breath ti12 then. Till then... &
1
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SRECG CALXINS, 2817 -~ 1llth Stredt, Santa idonlica, Calif.

(Nov. 6) ...Y¥om mjght mention as a2 note to Vorzimer and the
rast that work ¢n theWHO'S WHO 1s already partially begun. I won't
say much more than that Jus?t at the moment except to guarantee that
when 1t finally apo ers 1t wlll be well thought out and capably done.
Ag things stand in my mind, 1t orowises to be a comblnation of two
or threce ldeas: WHO'S wHQ, FANDILECTChY and another.

°..I d 1llke to add my pl@a for an abbreviation for the "inter-
lineatlion" T use "1tl" myseli, but there must be a better one.
Ttiino” 06 PrODLSe. se. I 8N currently vaging a sort of one-man
war against the present brand of 'lino. most of them today are off-
sheoin of ths crlgipal idea, and while the original had izeaning and
surpuse, 7Ll Fandom (or whatever the present group happais to be)

s sigundexrctoed the idea and mlsused 1t. To my way of thinking, a
ig a guote out of context--an idea Lorrowed Irom a personal

> or some ovher sowce that was not deaigned to be srinted. It
1d not have been writien for punlic pexusal, egoboo, or just to
L

Some of today's greatest and most phllosoohical statements by
great men of the past were taken from thelr :rivate letters to per-
sonal fricnds. True., they are also great in theilr public sapeeches
and wiidtings: buv an oiff-the-cuff gem, spontaneocus and not deliber-
etely oclanaed, has twice the value.

Thus with a 'lino. When fans try to be witty and write
things designed for print, they most times fall flat on zhelr face.
sut the true rare, spontaneous humor of mankind liss not in the
renesrsed; and hence my feelings about interlineatlons. To my
nind, tnese .following samnles from VULCAN /5 are some of the best:

The clazsical ‘1Lro whilch refers to somc nistorizal (as
fandom goes) retlerence and thus has meaning: "Gul a vu le bateau
de Courtney?"

The non-referenced interlineation, funny in 1tself and needing
no background. You have a feeling this ls a statenment tuat was in-
tended to be seriocus at the time, yet it ir funny in itself: "I'‘a
teel kind of 7cnvuome. belns scmeone elsce."

The 'linc thut refers to some story or idea, yet unless you
heave read the story hag no 1 .nediate meaning. Of intersst, except
for the humor Lnolxﬂd, generally to the group of peonle 1n o1 the
beckeround: “Skren, hell. I can'‘t even varish"

The ourely humorous ‘;lno with no deeper ucuning "Let's flnd
a mirage and sneal up on it "They should put wheels on this ball
g0 we could roll t. "I'm gonna stomp your head in, one by one"

Other oxgnules: EISTORICAL OR CLASSIGAL “Yngvi is a louse",
NOK-BEFEREHC&L/Q KLOUS AT THE TIME "Actualily 1t's very good, 1f you
can stznd itY.

And no iisting 1s complete without a couple or t e overdone
oz, the poor ones “nat the writer has tried %too hard to produce.
A one Sruhich buh...¥D GECD, WHAT HAPPENWD TO THE EGGFPLANT?""

Enough.

1in
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e


again.it

({I had never thourat of tryins to classgli'y interlineations

se@ how they couid be. # As for the current 'llnos
velug of'fsheots of the orlginal---1 can't speak with authority,
but it zeoms lozical that the origimal interlineations were,

ag you s&y, jdvms borrovzd from letters and such which weren't
vritter for pudblication. I much prefer this type %o those
specially writien for linos. ost of the interlineations in
CBONFAB =2rc talien from the letters I recelve, although some
tlmes tlwe suownly does not gulte take care o¢ the demznd for
an 3dssuas, and I'm forced to devise some extras. usua¢;y,

e

these fall rather flat, thoughy, which only soee to help prove
your Lidsas. f# alad to hear that you're uorking on the

Wi0's Wi icee 'm snother one of those guys wno 'd like to
sce sonmining I“fe that out wouldn't want to try and put one
out. iet me lnow how yeu're progressing.))
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“1i only he'l Lzep his coilecvion in order so I could iind what I
vanh no boricw with less troublce”
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HOEXELN G, DRO/NZ, 33 Lycnagate Jrive, illleon smeights, Toronto, Ont.

(Fov. @) Have just finlsned reading the newly orinted Tl
I GORTAL 81oid by San moskowlti., I found the book so lantensely
iuuu;egtxng and whought-proveking that I em moved to ccmment and
review it. However, since I &in not doing any regular book-review
column, I have 10 cther outlet for my opinions other than a letter
o UNFAB. I hose you willi find what I have to say of sufficlent
interest to print.

My flrst roactlon was that the book read like a »isce of highly
imaginatlive, STy decp, historical fiection. I class 1i% In the same
flela as Tiectlci: beecauvse none of the events, people or publicaztions
mentionad in the HiutJ”J are close to me - all hanpened long before
I enfered fendon. I!aving no ftenglble link with tae hereo-and-now,
it  falls into the same catagory as anything else having no feellng
of lmmedlate reallity &nd thus I read it as 11 it were un item of
fletion - thouzih I knew it %o be not.

I clage the ilistory tec be deep for the simple reason 1t brings
intc discusslon such large number of people and titles. It's almost
like reading =2 3tf novel that has 200 orinciple characters. It be-~
comeg an exerclse in memory to keep track of the various events,
peopla arnd titles that are continually mentioned, drop:ed and then
reterred 4o again later. A glance at tne lndex, the number of 1ltems
Indexed and thiz number of times some of them are referred to will
glve anycne cwnling a volume an understanding of what I mean.

The first thing that fasclruwted me about the History was the
style of ergiTj crmoloyed by Moskowitz. The whole style and content
might be sum:ied up in the six-polnt allliteration: Facts, Figures,
Fans, Fanz;nvo, Factions and Feuds. And that's about the whole
story. hLarely dcesg the Hlstory ‘go into opinion or motivation or
background of character. ‘ihere are no character studles 2s such and
about all you learn about & nerscn 1s hls name and age. I found

the whols style of vwriling employed in the book to be guite effect-
3



ive an¢ I'll more than likely c¢opy it when and if I ever bot around
L0 coing any more work on my hlatory of Canadian Fandom for ihe
last four years.

Of course, a comparison of the nast - ae outlined in the
History - wilth %22 present fancdom is Inevitable. rirst of all, I
would say that prasent-day fancom ls conslderzbly more wmature than
nast. It is m“haro sl“ply due Lo 1ts age and the fact -hat & hard
Merlo; r; "0l Gusrd" fans exlst now that didn't exist then. Then,
fandeon was birar f*ﬂuV "ni everyone wias on the same Footing.

J'QCOm nov.adays, takes lteelf less seriocusly than it dla in
the pzst. Anyone teday who proclaims thoat fandom nas a "purpose”
anag" Ltarice ':'i a crusade uowa“d a tanslble or Lntanp 330 gocal is
levghed at. We also tend to leggh at anyone saying that the liuerd~
tvre ¢l Science Fictlon has a purpose and that 1t is strlving
point the way e a beivter world and thalt we resders sheild wo:k Loward
the accompliisinzont of that purpose, ete. “Todey, fans malks no bones

¢ fact want scleuce ficticn is simply another form o f emcape
roturs and ot fandom is notiling more nor less than a hobby.

Hot so itnsm.
The secceonda thing of note iy the slze of fandom -~ Llien and now.
At the time the PAPA was organiied, in mid-18%7, there wus lecs

thaen 80 actlve fane lo fandon and the aversge fanzine had 2 clrcuia-
kel i beu‘oed 35 and H0. Jdow, how many active fans are there?
neck, the very teim hza been sukdlvided four tismes at lecat and

zach ¢f uwhess n:w groups containg 8 host of fen. There are naybe

5C to 75 "01d Guard" fzns, possibly around 10 superfans, around

5C BEss wau arother 200 or more ¢QL1V8 fanso.

wnd what ’bout fapzines?. 41l through the History, Hoskowltsz
never nLLo 18 nore than 20 or.sofanzines as beinz in exlstence at
ones (sreiuding gALA)- #xecluding: all tne 4PAs there are still near
scimeibhlng like 100 fanzlinss belryr.churned out tadavo

And wied is the ressult of present-day iandor's bigness? In
those daye, thore was always a msin-stream ot iancom. Fandom was
united, ong,. and always awvars of what it was doing. If there vere
feudz, fandonm was aware. ol thigm and eit 2> on one side, the other
or neutral. The same 1iLg aggciies to any fads, cults, ideasg,
projects or whatnes, thsn in vogys '

Nowadaye, I would say fanﬁom was Loo big to have -ny maln-
stream.  lhere apre pirc/zcts, fadu,if2uds and ldeas being developed
all aver fardon at verlious times without the totallty of fandom

elnz aware of tham. Nowadays, the majority cf hapsenlugs 1n fandom
w,e local in wtvre, dlis-organized.and de-centralized. Only eventus
such &8 a world convention or fad-hoaxes like "7tk Fandon® manage
to reach the maln-strezn of fandom.

Jhat of Taudom 25 yearcs from now?

Anotuer 1“vsrowtlnt cbservatlion that many may overlook after
reading the book iz the faoct that arcund 80% of the BNFs and actlve-
fans of thet day carved for themselves, 1n later yesars, a place 1n
sti-prodem. wmearly 2li the wmajor, fans of that era have becoma either
profcssicrzl autihors or ﬁagbuine editors or oubllsihers or book cdi~
tors or publishers or azgeants of one sort or ancther.
t
a

It's almost 2 viclous clrcele: Sclence PFiction provides fandom
a2 wreason for exlstence and hlso ffﬂds new blood inte fandom. Fandom
in turn aclts ag a proving=ground znd apprentice-~ship which cul-

4
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minates in feedlng new blood and 1deas back into sclence fiction
prodom. The underlying message In THE I.#«ORTAL STORM is that fandom
and sclence fiction exigt in symblotlc relationship with each other
nelther 1s capable of existence without the other.

And, cf ccurse. the question arises as to whether it 1is a
continuving proccse and are the top rankse of fandom still risiag into
prodom? I bellevwe 1t 1ig,

I'd like to hsar what others have to say on thls book and on

the topics I have brouzght up for discussion.

((Very 1ittle I can add to the discussion here as I
haven't rcad the book, but come ahead anyone who wishes.
thess pagzes are wide open.))
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DEAN GRENNELL, %402 Maple Avenue, [Fond du lLac, ifis.

(Nov. 9) ...I really enjoy reading good interlineations for,

about the same reason that your wite probably enjoys an

I suppose,
it's nice to let someone

xoececsionzl meal 1n a restawrant. I mean,

cise do Lhe work for a changs.
It's no casy task keeplng a fanzine supplied wilth 1nlins, as

you very likely know. I don't know what system you use to assure
that 2 supply 1o avallable when 1t's needed. But maybe you'd like
to know the modus operandl I use for the varlous thingc 1 toss off
now and thern.

The company I wdrk for gives away little spiral-bound pocket
notebooks with their name on and I always carry one in my pocket.
As I go through my everyday actlvities, every once in a2 wnlle some-~
thing comes up that either is or can be converted into grist for

the old Gestetner.
I have found that I must get 1t down wlthin seconds after I

think of it, for two reasons. &irst, of course, because I need it
to il future pages with but secondly~--and most importantly-~-
because I wlll forget 1t within about 5 minutes of the tlme I
think of 1t and tne only thing left 1s the uneasy memory of having

thought of sowmething.
The tough part of this 1s that I drive myselt crazy trying to

remember what the gag was...1lt might have been an inlin or a cartoon
idea or what-hnave-you...but onece I’'m no longerable to recall what
it was, the blame thlng assumes the stature of the funniest thing
of the century. I am suffused with chagrin and replete with rue
because I have let thls evancescent gem sllp through my leaky memory.
But I find that 1 I once get them safely down in the noteboolk,
even though they be scrawled on the seat=cushion wlth one hand whille
I'm drlvlipg and not even looking at what I'm writing, then they
assume theilr proper perapective, I may come back to the ltem and
decide not to use 1t, once safely noted. But the lost items devll
me for weeks with dlstorted memories of thelr Olymplan stature.
Sometimes I wonder why I use interlincatlions at all when they
cause me such grief, But the truth of the matter may be that the
only reason 1 publish anytinling at 211 iz to have a place to work
J




off mvy old interlineations. That may ot be the truth but it's
slogEa

({1T'm afrald that I don‘t use anything quite as systematlic
1 0. 48 I menticned a couple vages vack after Gregg's
r, mcet of CONFAB's interlineatlions come from the letters
Sone are weken verbatlim, others I have to twist a
Usually. L can screen enough out to rill ihwe spaces
etiers. Unfortunctely- though, 1 seldom take the

lck then out befeore I start typing the misters. 3o
or each ldetter, I iwve to soct through the letters 1o
an interlineation. . 111 in all, I believe I spend
s much time hunting the interlineations as I do
stters themselves. Cets frustratling ot times as
you can well imagline. . But nevertheless, that's the "system"
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"Could it be that you-are.a telepathic reegeptor or zsomethingt:
o S o) oyl 1
I something, don't ensuer.'
Siie e 34t .1..1_"..:**:‘-...}'..*.;;,-";_-1}1;-igiiﬁ'ﬁ’;iﬁﬂ‘*%**‘o"*ﬁ'ﬁﬁ PR R ':'1';.".‘-1"4.")'1.%5? WIS et e N e e e
THIC BENTOLIFFE, 47, Alldls. Sty Great ‘bHoor, Stockport, Sheshire,
ingland

{Nov. 25) ...Jour interlineations are superior to those
appearing 1n most zines, malnly I think because they seem %o be new
and original. It secns o be the policy of cone or two izneds to
reprint thelr ’linos from other mags, in nreference to culling them
themselves. The crack about "Crottled:Creeps™ which originated at
Lig lzacon, hac now appeared in ait least four zines, there are others
too. 4ven Dick Geis has been guilty of thls 'crime' of reprinting
'linos. If *1linos are to:be usedtl think they should be original
at least. lHaving Jusl discovered that it takes me just as long to
type 'llnos as interlineations, you-:carn sut . me down as & detractor
of Harness. Ky right. hand would apgear to.be faster thon my left.
And the girl frienc wonders vhy I always sit on her right waen we
visit the cinema. '

Whilst we are on the subject of films, I may as well comment
on the pro and con of 33 (it’'s 2 small D for my money), I seem to
be a fence-sitter on this subject too. It-really depends on the
A1m 1tsell, for instance 1P HAMLET ‘had been made 1n 3d or Clnems-
scopz, 1t would hove greatly detracied frow its artistic merit, the
camera work on tinls fllm was wonderbar, a marvelous melange oi light
and dark, which greatly added Mo the'modd of the film. I do not
think that the mood cowld ‘have Ween- ciptured by the use ot 3d...
althoughh I must admit that Wlde Sorced might have enhanced the
effects: Wide Scroean -did Justify itlself 'to me in War of the Worlds.
I saw this ©1lm tilce,''once on 'wlde screen, once on ordlnary, and
the WS did definluvely fmprove matters.

Personally, I rather doubt 1f a fannish Whose Who will ever
e published. It ‘wouild entail an enormous amount of work, and there
would be incurred so many setbacks that I doubt whether the intend-
irg pubber would stey in fondom lonz enocugh to put the thing out.
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The roiurn of cuestionaires is vhe blg snag and I cannot see any
way around 1t....I don't think it likely that you would get more
than a 20% return, even if you offered money. About the only way
arouna thls I can sec s for some fan who has a fair knowledge of
all tihe active fans, their aspirations, nast and accomplishments
to just go ahead and write the thing himself using his knowledge
to do thic. Doa'l ack me who would be elligible, wWalt is about
the cly pecrson with 2 brief on fans botn sides of the pond...but
I dgou't think he would care to undertake the job. One rather good
nocpect of this Ldez is that even if he didn't know all tihe gen

ERRT SR

2i'f when he jputs oul the first edition of this, any incorrect

cridicg would brinzg hasty letters, and the second editlion could be
really auvthentviz (i1f you wlll pardon the word)...I think it would
be much easier to get the fects this way, than sending out {'s..

As I have never attended a U3A conventilon there scems to be
little polnt in =@y ccmmenting on this controversial toplc....
Towever, here's an idea wiich we (in UXK) are trying out next year,
and which might be worth trying in USA. One of the main moans of
after-con reports 1s that 'I never had time to get to kaow nali the
neonle I wanted to'...one or two of us were talking this convention
'fanlt' over at the Mancon. And, the idea of CONVACATION was born,
. tuct those fans who felt inclined, shouvld spend thelr annual
cuation at the same rosort, at the same time. And, 1f possible,
i L sare notel.

To start the ball rollling, Torauay has bean chosen for the
cite of this new departure, and a couple af good hotels leccated by
local fan Nigel Lindsay. There will be no set program, no organ-
ization, jusi those fen who zan/want to make it will foregather for
a weelk or two weeks. I am looking forward to next July very much
Tor I belicve that even 1f tae afttendance at the first of these
sonriesntlons, 1t can still be grand fun, and I can't think of any
folk I would ratiter te surrounded by wiillst on vacation than fans.

((I hadn't really realized, untill I sturted typing this
letter, the number of peonle commenting on the interlinea-
tions this time. And some of them even favorably, tooc. I
agree with you 2boul origlinality belng an asset, i1n regard
to iInterlinecations. Althouvgh sometimes, after & session of
sweating some out of my letters, I must admlt that that
agset bercins to depreciate a bit and I start thinking of all
the good inteorlineatlons 1 could copy from someone else's
zine. Or maybe they Just seem funnier In another zlne where
I can't sce. the uental sweat involved. # The CONVARATION
ldea sownds fine. We might run into a bit more trouble here
though becausz of the greater distances to travel, but of
course thet could be remedied by making tnem somewhat
regional, couldn't it. No doubt someone will now come along
and point cut that Joe Phan auggested the same thing back
in Second Fandom....llike all the other "new" ideas in fandom.

inyéne?))
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«esled’s end this thing right....meaning soch..."

EN R AR TR R R R E R R R R R R R RN AR R R m R R Ve R W R R AT R R A e e ik ke

7

Wolw o



ED CUX. 15 aAvenus %6. Apt. 14, Venlce, Callfl.

(Novs 7) ...Stan Woolstcn ond I first atarted corresponding
iioin 1948 whain we were beth new PAPAmenters. Outside of his ac-
i *Perein, npublishing the PAN DIhuCrLORY and other NI'FF work, he
21 8EC to reach the point of enthusiasm as he indicates in
! lCLte this time., I always thought he ouvght to wrifte more tnan
id, Stan has had & lot of l1deas and twists on old ones in his
writings
Furt her orn in CONFAB, [ find some talk avout motion pilctures.
clally concerning the value oi Clnemadcope. Let's take o look
inemeScope. The extra-wide screen glves an 1lluslon approxi-
the scopc as seen by a person's eyes, which makes scernes,
SIS mcdﬁxm to long renge shots, pretty reallistic. The sound
s Jdoeen't mean twice as much souné, but directional sound.
gcenc =oes into the actxon, the sound realilistically conres
f‘uu 211 sldes and then the rea This hasn't been used too much
vet but fine ebumnlev are in "nn'ghbu of the ihound Table" and much
ore recently, "4 Star is zorn" As for vrice, any fTirst-run ex-
slusive engdbvrcnt is 301nv to Post you more, no matter what type

© {llming orocess. Jince rigav now, the total of ClnemaScope
Lained theatres in the U3 and Canada aumber over $,700, vou're

Lile to find that you can wel€ for second runs. Here's a bLip
wiil, Wry to ee tlhem in tre first runs. Often ther< ls some
cutting done before nhie second runa begin (known as "at popular

. RIS

Pr ey e
W¥hat's more, CinemaScope is not alone now. VistaVision 1s

here as well as Toddad. 20th Cengury rox makes all movies in Sin-
cmascopc and KoK szems bto be leaning toward VistaVision {(see "Wnite
Christmas” as an example). Tbe wuallty of acting will by noe aeans
be iilmited as the 1lndustry setiles down. What with the zrowing
numper of theatres sco equlpped, and the growlng number of films
being made, they can afford to depend less on the »rrocess and more
on the story and ad tinb~ Jure there are suinkers 1like "Haijji
saba' but there are a2lso such fllms as "8aptain Lightfoot™ which
hwas falir 3tory, good acting and wonderful photography (this will be
rcleaged in a month or so). Openlng in Hollywood thils wmonth is
"pDesiree" starring lLarlon Brando, Jean S1 mans ano other good actors.
4 particulerly fine Job of acting 1s done by James lason in “A Star
ia Born" wnlcik: 1= suppos to be Judy Garlaand's baby, but Mason
stole the show.

As for 3-C, 1t 1ls on the way out 11 not altogether out al-
ready. I8ve secen no trace cof any 3-D movies in production now or
in the future. Jometning else is Dbothering me....why am I delending
zovies?
darness' oreelkdown of FAPA is interesting. hile I don't
either agree or disagree, he could’'ve included llarry wWarner, Jr.,
Bob Tucker and o few others in the quallity-quantity department as
well as others in hls other departments. 4What about HASLUE?

I w11l heatily second his motion In re 1 2 3%...Infinity.

Hmmm, pardon while I get out my old, gray beard, don 1it, start
suvroring it....now. Concerning the sllght discussion of QUANDAY....»
I remember bLhe day, one of many, that a fanzlne plopped into my
r2ilvbox at 4 spyring Utreet that was wnfamiliar to me. Thinnish,
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usual first-issulsh type of thing. It was the 2nd issue of QUANDkY.
Cne ¢f 2 glew of the things that were plling into my mallbox in
those hectic days. So it hapoens that I have most of the early
SUANDEYs and few of the last. I guesa the latter are stlill 1in that
%lg envelope she mentloned when I phoned her in Savannah last year.
even then I guess I dlén’t make 1t clear 2s to wnere I wanted them
sent. I guess 1'11 live thousgh. Wilthout them, that 1ls.

Note on Bot Bloch’'s note: Anybody would have a ball anywhere
it they had three lovely females wlth them everywhere they went
while they ere wharever they are. Or something.

Sklpoing back, there ls a mention of a "Who's Who" of fandom.
This gets the nomination of the ultimate lmpossible fan-sask. who,
ray I ask, could delve way back into so-~called lst fandom, and on
vp (execept currently), and get all the accompllshments of all the
ma}or fans? Don't say Sam doskowitz. Stlck with the Fan-Dlrectory,
youré llable tc éo much better. [ lmagine thal there ar: fewer
fans who would want to buy anything such as a "Who's who" unless

they had their names In it.
Or, does "...and contaliln the names and accomplishrnents

of all fans..." mean all fans? Ghod.

((I doubt if anyone would try to compile a +ho's wWho
of fandom covering everyone way back to the so-czalled 1st,
~ore probably it would be a listing of the more current fans...
or &t least the fans more cur:ently active. Just ay opinion,
though. 4 "comnlete" listing would probably be a lot nicer
but wouléd naturally be a ierculean task. Jome enterprising fan
could probably spend the rest of hils fan-life compiling it.
ind few there are wno are so enterprising.))
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NICHARD . Guls, 26351 N. idlsslssippl, Portland 12, Oregon

(0ct. 5) ...O0ne thing about letters by nedd Boggzs; when he is
finished wlth a eubject, there just doesn't seem to be much left to
say. The guy 13 so clear~headed and lucld that to go against hin in
an argunient ls something akin to taking your fannish l1ife 1m hand
and putting it on the block.

The blacklist ldea is n.g. as far as I'm concerned. I can see
the value of a Complaint Department as a sort of clearing house in
which fans alr thelr grlevances, but to institute a Blacklist is a
blt unfair to the percon who, through no fault of hls own, is tarred
and feathered before he can clear up a misunderstanding or make
good and valld excuses. I disllke lynch law anywhere. This black-
list thing is very much a McCarthy type tactic.

Unquesticnably it would be valuable to nave a list of dead-
beats and chronically irresponsible faneds, but I wonder if it would
be nosslblce to verify ardé check for accuracy the complaints of fans.
It just might occur to a few local fans somewhere to have a bit of
fun by malling In untrue comnlaints agalnst a fan they may nhot

hapnen to llke so much. ‘that's the danger.
(4]



I'm inclined to fzel 1n re the personality vs the abstraction
detale mittelbuscuer brings up, that there is, alas, not enouzh of
the SKYHOOK tyve of fanzine material in circulaticn, mostly because
zost fans aren't equipped to comment on selence fiction intelligently,
realize it, and so steer clear of making asses of thenselves. Wliat
Tandom needs 1ls & lot more serious comment on the promags; the sit-
vation calls for mature, intelligent fans who are 0ld enough to
have & backgrcund in the Tield.

({I'm inclined to agree with you about the hlacklist
idea. Cver a period of time, no doubt just a2bout cvery faned
vould have some sort o a complalnt made against hlm. ‘When
someons starts msking rules to which fandom hzs tc conforn
(with the threat of a place on the Blackllist 17 they fall to
do s0) 1t scems to me they usually end up dolag mors harm than
good--=-despite the original good intentions. As you say,
there's always someone who'll take advantage of what could be
a good thing and use it to their own adventage. In the office
where I work, I'm sort of a second junior assistant tc the
credit manager (in fact, I have ambitions of belng a credilt
menager myselr some future day) and work wlth “credit ratings"
and “deadbzatc" and the like. In businesas it's & necesslty,
but I doubt ir it would be practlicable in farndom.))
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"I'm trying to get back in a faunish groove."
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TED Willts, 1014 N. Tuckahoe St., Falls Church, Va.

{fove ©) +..It scems that Britlsh fandom is finally coming
to life...and 1%t’s amezing fpardon the word) how greaily UX fandom
already differs with our own. Thls fact was driven hcome guite
forcibly by EYE #2 anc¢ BENM J2 wkich came a couple cof weeka ago. In
between these itwc came two other AngloZines... ...AT 2ny rate,
these guys have their own whacky type of humor...and it's llke
starting out in fandem a&ll over again. Of course I recognize the
really BIG names, but the rest of them ars so much Greck to me.

All the Jokes, referernces, etc. seem so esoteric, tnat I f=1t as
tho Fardom was no longer worth iwn... But I pulled througn.

This 1sn't like one of our past fandoms. The Anglofans scen
+to have bypassed our rather over-sized strictly classed (pro-fan)
fandom for a much more dellightful one...makes me wish I were there,

((I can’'t speak with authority on the subject, out I
seem to recall reading that current British fandom 1s akin to
early U3 fandom with 1ts more cleosely knit pro-fan relations.
Correct me it I'm wrong. # No doubt some of the US stuff
geens oretiy esoteric to UK fandom too. But the lncrease in
the exchange of zines between the two, whlch seems to be golng
onn now, will cut this down scmewhat.))
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GEORG.S WAifZikL, 5 rPlayileld St., Dundalk 22, id.

(rec. %1) In the CONFAB 1ssue bhefore last, I happened to
irclude the nzme of Jim white (the present head of N3F is Bureau)
in among the namsg of unethical tans and fanzine editors. Though I
do differ with him on a matter of ma policy, he actually did not
deserve to oe caat in with the scoundrels I exposec. Therefore I
would publicly like to apologize to him and withdPaw hils name from
arcnz the fan black list.

If you think my idea of such a public blackballing is without
effect, let me say that a certain Frisco fan had several uss of
mine along wilth other nss from the Fanzine Naterial Pool and ignored
all letiers on thelr status, nor would return my stuff or the mss
Graham (present head of FHMP) had sent him. So after 9% months I
threatened this clilprit wlth exposure in ny public black list if he
dild anot return the mss in a month. Well he did even thoush he went
almost over Lhe dead llne. Graham can corroborate this.

I undersiznd that EEkvans made his btld for the con in Cleve-
lané in 1955 by characterlzing the Detrolt bldders as juvenlle and
hence not worthy of having it. How that rather snooblsii and narrow
~tvituée I have found on the part of a few other Cleveland fans and
ulinkk 1t should be shown up for its rank stuplidity.

ZLiivans I judge to be a2bout 45 or 50; :EZwvans also is a com-
~rotively newcomer to fandom; and lastly he is a hack writer (read
wuy of his crud in the prozines, don't take my word for it) so that
svern Lhe halo of beinz a good »ro writer does not hover over him to
meke hin seem worthy of defending. He oblects to teenage fans very
cLviouzly or-rathner anyone hls Junlior in years. I am 33 years old
and no kid. Yet when I met him at the Philcon I found him a very
cupercillous, peering-down-the-nose character. Fandou was formed
hy teenage tans when csivans was never in it or heard of it. what
would he had thought ol the (then) teenage organizers of fandom like
Tiicker, LMoskowltz, aAckerman, wadle, etc.? The teenage tans of today
iz the old-~tilmer fan tomorrow. I think Liivans should keesp out of
fancdom's cons and general society if he thinks that overall fandom
is rnothing but Juveniles.

Thls nerrow and cllaoulsh attitude of a few other Clsveland
fans 1s characteristic of people 1like Don Ford. Take what was sald
of him in the Pnilcon Report ;2. put out on Sept. 6, 1953 right at
that con, under "Conventilon Ramblings"-

"Don Ford was giving out tickets Friday for an invitational

i/

party in his room. Some fans didn’t like the idea of ending the
so-called 'Open Door' policy."

Of course that was Ford's personal perogatlive. 3But this ini-
tiation cards business begins to look like the manifestation of hils
desire for a perasonal cligue. Iroof is in an article Ford wrote in
"Canadian Fandon" for Sept. 1954 titled "Indian Lake Story". In it
he says because of only a few rowdy fans Beatley's was no longer
avalilable for any future kidwestcons; to exclude these few rowdies
he gald they were considering that eventually mMlidwestcons would be
open cnly to fans who received an invitation card. Now that 1is a
stupid thing to do; since he knows who the few rowdles are it would
be a simple matter in an “cpen" con to merely have the sergeant-at-
arms polltely escort the rowdies out, nol let them in since they are
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known, and are but a very Tew as he says- This matter of admission
by invitation only will lead to abuses right off. Anyone feuding
with hiim over personal matters (and thls letter he undcubtedly will
take tuat way) probatly will not get an invitation. Also such an
invitational business wlll lead WITHOUYL A QUESTION to an .nner
cirele in fandomm.

50 obvicusly this invitatlion card business has teen in Ford's
nind for a long time. That 1t gocs deeper than just the attempted
exclusilon of a tew rowdy fans seems evidenced by Ford's Llavitation
party deal at the Philcon where he used 1t to assenble nnliy personal
friends.

Wwhen I went to the Philcon in 1953 it was the very first I
have ever attended one. I asked a hotel worker on arrival where the
con people were and he directed me to the bar. I =saw a2 group at a
table that secmed to be them; and golng over I Inguired of a blg guy
sitting with them i1 they were con members. The guy was Don Ford.
He got up and s21d to me: "Yeah. What about it%" in s ver y hostile
voice. My thought was what the hell have I gotten intc here, what
have I run into? This unfriendly greeting damn near spolled thne
whole con for me, because I thougsht for a second that tihe conven-
tions must be private affalrs for select fans. How e€lse judge this
"welcome" to fandom and fans of whnom I had known only tarough leiters
from btack in the 1930s. 4aAny fan who has come to Ealtimore will
testify as o my friendly welcoming and trying to make their viglt
pleasant. The last fan I was host to was Al Leverentz who will
attest to this. The point 1s that Ford then struck me as not a very
frienaly, sociable person. uWhat [ have heard of him Jater plus nils
invitaetional dicwestcon idea furthers the ilmpression.

Zk&vans and he are cast trom the same moid. I weuld like 1o
know how much he agrees with Lvans' views on why the Detrolters
should not have gotten the 1955 bid. One other thing: actually 1t
was politics in part that got Cleveland the bid. ¥ord made the
acceptance speech at the 1953 Pailcon for the Frisco fans: the
Friscans and the Cleveiand group (of which Foréd is tied in with)
made & deal before the voting that if you vote for Frisco in 1S54
ve will swing our bloc of west coast votes so that you Clevelanders
get 1t in 1%55. Don't ask where I got this data; 1t was comnon
talk in the corrldors of the Fhllcon hotel in 1953--but 1 got it
from a better source than mere corridor gossip. Baltimore is
making a bid for the Con here or Washington, D.C. in 1%5€ but slice
the voting w1ll be done in Cleveland (and it 1s a fact that the
con city always has the biggest bloc of votes) I anticipate no
supnort from them. If anything they will try to see we don't get
1t if the 1956 has to be voted in zZpngland.

((I pass. Anyone?))
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RICIAND LUPOFE, 10100 #W. EBroadview Drive, Buy ilarbor Islands,
tilaml Reach, Florids

(Nov. 21) I was going to devote this letter to the followlng



.

~:  iut the salvation of the floundering sclence-fiction
mogc o ing Loaustry lies in more emphasls on features, less on flctlon.
Xy star example was to have been FUTULE, which I buy religlously

for iLts Tine ieatures, as opposed to several other magazines which
putlish perhaps better fiction, but which I ouss up anyway. I
edltors think they can compete with the fine pocketbook originals
and reprints agpearing lately, they're wrong.

I had 1t pretty well worked out, clting examples and glving
reasons, and then what happened....star witness FUTUNE 1s replaced
with OCIEiCE FicTIolk storles, which competes with the pocketbooks
on a stralcht fiction basis. Oh well.

30 instezad let ne make [urther comment on my letter 1in CT.
Jpon cheeking I see that while there is no such statement 1in so
aany wordés, there is an implicaztlon ln my letter that ihe pros do
not change. In fact I went to some length to prove so. How let ue
say just the opposite. Of course the pros change. Tney have
changed radlecally in the thirty years they've been around. (all
right, AnGOSY goes back to 1¥32, so sue me.)

The emphasls has shifted from SCIulCu-Tiction Lo Science-
FICTION, and almost to sciFIUTION....I don t care what anybody says.
80y am I belllgerent.

The emphasis has shifted “rom tne physical sclences to the
soclal sciences, and somewhat Lo the mental ‘'sclences'.

The attliude has snifted Trom the childish to the (with
Tingerec crossed) mature.

Characterlzation has gone from ¢ardboard to fleshh and, in
CAVal O 8Yusl, tc fiesh-metal.

To use anotner Aisimov device from :0Dzcl SCILLCEL HICTLION,
let zne classify sclence flction as cltiner gadget, adventire, or
gocial. 1In the late twentles und early thirties stf was 75%
gadzetry, 255 adveature and viriually no social. In the later
thirties and fortles there was 205 gadgetry, 705 adventure and
Just the tegianlngs, =ay 105, was soclal sclence fiction. .Jhat's
1t been lately? wmaybe 75% soclal sclence fiction, w5: adventure
science Tletion and virtually no gadget sclence fictlon. Ghallenge
the percentages i{ you like, but I tninkk I have the trends right.

50, what is my point: Does sclence flction change or doesn't
ity I =say both. The sceming inconglstency is butv an illusion.

The Trameworlk of science fiction (fiction baseé con elther 'what
1f' or 'if this gces on' 1s falrly well the same today as it ever
wag, but the conuent is diffierent.

From its once separate~-z>.mosl exiled--position, sclence fic-
tion is moving toward the @rain stream. Puvolishers can put out a
book labelled "“science-fiction" and be assured of a fair sale, but
also sure of no best-scller. Oce tie Ballantine llne. But they can
take a chance on offeréng sti to the general market, and risk a
complete cust--~or a sensation. :he former l1ls an age from which
stf may be everging. The latter blending wlth the malnstrean may
happen now--or later--or never.

Mad 1984 avpoeared in a stf mag and as a stf reprint, and had
Thwe SPACH JuhCiialNTy come out on Lhe general market, the two books
might have had just the same effect....in reversed position, of
course.

4 tlend of sif with stralzht or detective material is not at
13



all new,. Who remembers theWdIIl Zig Little Books? And Charlie Chant
In one such book the U3 government diverted the Gulf 3iream for
milivary purposes. 8tf? Or detesiive? Both.

Anéd as for the ‘new’ emphasls on psi powers: iuiXIiO, Ghe
fmezing Superman, Better Little Sooks 1444, 1445, appearing in
1941, Russ Wintsrbothem, aubthor. Maximo flies, tleporis, does
all sorts of metter-menlpulation via his superbrain. Said orain
is ten times normal capaclity, and 1s used with ten times normal
efficiency. Effect: Maximo operates hls psi with 100~prainpower.,
ileo: a machine 1s created to duplicate Naximo's brainpower oy
electrical methods.

((Re FUTURE: You Jjust can't depend on nothin' no nore=--
no how. # 1 seem to recall the zig Little books from earlier
than the WWII perlod. Mlght be wrong though. Didn't the Eig
Nititle books coime flrst, then the Better Little series?2 Don't
velieve I ever owned any of the Better Little boous but did
have some of the cthers vack in the dim, dark years. Dlck
Tracy and Tailspin Tominy I can recall, but no sclence fiction.
4 I favor ithe trends in sclence fl ction away from the gadget
and toward the social. liow abdut you?%))
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*Your mag was manna from, if not Heaven, a heavenly female student
acting as a Cnristmas rclLef postman. "
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STUART LACKENLIE, 5 ilians flace, Chelsea, wondon SW1, kngland

(vec. 8) ...I sese that £3dCo 1s right in there oltching for
the faned. May 1 take some sgpace to tell you how I, as a neo-fan
and neo-ed. operate? Usually, thank the Lord, we don't have to
write around too much for pleces - they just seem to gravitate in
the general direction of the zine. But when I do get a contribu-
tion the normal method 1ls to drop the fan a poctsarcd acknowledglng
recelpt -~ and unless I know 1chd1ately that it 1s something I'm
gonna use in the next issue I don't do much mcre about it for a
whlle. If it does appear in the next issue then he or she gets a
copy anyway and sees the reader's comments (ir any) in the next
issue after that. If we do reject, then we always try to say why,
as nicely as posslible, and 1f we can suggest another zine that we
think might like the thing or be able to use it, why then of course
we do. Dog does not eat dog, and 1n any case it ls a cardinal
oifense 10 discourage any fan from wrilting. Fandom is merely a
conglomerate expression of a lot of egos, insofar as its publishlng
is concerned. And 1f the mass ego is to be sustained then the
nartlculate egos must also be cultivated....and the need for new
blood 1is alwaya seif-evident.

I am delighted at bhe plicture of a wlzened faned, squatting
by & cauldron of sowr-mash which is kept at the bubble by the pilles
of unsolicited mss whilch he hasn’t even bothered to acknowledge.
I1'd 1like to meet the character - ne has more nerve than I nave.

And I assure you tnat my neck is brazen from the feet ups,
14
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How right ths men lg....3 faned 1t seems to me spends at least
5 tines as much effort answering and writing letters than ever he
puts into his actusl zine. In fact, I have heard tell that thls 1s
one of the greatest Jjoys of being a faned - the gettlng of letters
from people one deesn't know and 80 ONe..

((I'é be interested tc know what the percentages of time
apent on your zine and in writing letters wlll be after several
years of Taneding. I have a hunch that as time wears on more
time will be spent on the zine and less on answering the
letters. At least that seems to huve been my experience---as
anyone who claims to correspond witin me will readily testify.
4t first the faunlish flzme burns high and bright but thils can
only continue for a llmitec time, wnen 1t either burns itself
out or tapersa oiff to more.of a steady simmer. I like to
think that I'm still sizmering.))
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"Why is 1t that so many US fans llve in boxes:"
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DON WzG.aR3, 2444 Valley St., cerkeley 2, Calif.

{Nove 1) ...I wag really talten In by page 1C of the last
issue, as I too use a flat-bed dltto. But never in my life have I
seen anything like that. Really, it looked wore lilke the work of
a2 snifting heltvo outfit than the ood 0ld dltto.

T'm incliined to think that 3-D 1s on its way out. The same
may be sald for Cinerzma. But Clnemascopd 1s 2 horse of a different
techiricolor. I recently viewed TiH& EGYPTIAR on the wide ccreen, and
previously 1'd sceen XNIGHTS SF TH: LOUND TABLZE. There's no getting
around 1it, Blg iscreen =2ad Loud Sound is here to stay~--1if the movlies
hang on at 21l. I wouldn't “now about the silent films (rot being
a fandaddy) btut I imagine that some of them were pretty good. Lon
Chaney was one person I1'd like to have seen via the flickers.

After reading iZoo Bloch's story in BIYOND about the old time fllms
I'm very interested. ile descrioves (in some o0ld FAN3CILITs) how the
organ was like maglc, more cr less. Must really have becen some-
thinge. . f

((rnere are probobly more of you who are wondering about
those squeczed-iogetner lines on the bottom of several of the
pages in the last lssue. .JAs Don mentloned, I use a flai-bed
ditto. his has a »ubbdr roller 1ln 1t whlch corresponds
somewhat to the imoregsion roller on a rotary machine. But
here the master is held statlionary and the roller rolls the
sheet of copy parer over, it to produce the impresslion. As
near as I can analyze the problem, a couple years of use had
slickened the roller so that 1t didn't feed the paper properly
but lnstead was slippling, causing the copy sheet to slic as it
passed over the master. And thisg sguoze the Lyping down to
about h2alf its normal slze, A little sandpaper on the roller
secms Lo taken the glick surface off and appareatly all is

well again. I hope.))
B i =


pvpr.it

RT _PEATROWSKY
BOX 634
Norfolk, Nebraska

ROBE

PRINTED MATTER

RET. POST. GND.

L]

Rich Bergero
n

R.F.D. # 1

Newport" Vt.



